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INTRODUCTION 

The Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea is preparing 
publications dealing with the practice of States in relation to 
subject-matters covered by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
adopted in 1982. It is essential, especially at a time when the Convention 
has not yet entered into force (as of 29 April 1991, there were 
47 ratifications), to observe such a practice and gather all information in 
relation to it, particularly in the field of national legislation or bilateral 
agreements. 

A first publication containing the texts of 74 maritime boundary 
agreements concluded during the period 1970-1984 was published in 1987. A/ 

The delimitation of maritime boundaries, although not a new phenomenon, 
has certainly become an important element of the practice of States in the 
modern law of the sea. During the last 20 years numerous agreements have been 
adopted, and it is estimated that over one hundred boundary-delimitation 
issues around the world await some form of resolution. 

The reason for such an increase in pending boundary-delimitation issues 
is to be found in the provisions of the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea 
relating to the extension of zones under national jurisdiction, namely the 
right to establish the breadth of the territorial sea up to 12 miles (art. 3), 
the adoption of the concept of an exclusive economic zone which may extend up 
to 200 miles (art. 57) and the definition of the continental shelf which may, 
in some cases, extend up to 350 miles or 100 miles from the 2,500-metre 
isobath (art. 76). 

The coastal State will enjoy a variety of sovereign rights and 
jurisdiction over these areas which translate into important economic and 
political interests. 

The adoption of new limits for areas under national jurisdiction, which 
in some cases may have created overlapping claims, has forced States to seek 
agreement with their neighbours with a view to establishing precise boundaries 
and to define clearly the zones in which they are entitled to exercise their 
sovereignty in the case of the territorial sea or their sovereign rights or 
jurisdiction in the case of the exclusive economic zone or the continental 
shelf. 

In the United Nations Law of the Sea Convention, the applicable 
provisions are contained in articles 15, 74 and 83 dealing respectively with 
the delimitation of the territorial sea between States with opposite or 
adjacent coasts, the delimitation of the exclusive economic zone and the 
delimitation of the continental shelf. 

In the case of the territorial sea, unless there is agreement to the 
contrary neither of the two States concerned is entitled to extend its 
territorial sea beyond the median line. This method does not apply, however, 
in cases of historic titles or other special circumstances. This provision of 
the Convention closely corresponds to article 12 of the Geneva Convention of 
1958 on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone. 



For the delimitation of the continental shelf or the exclusive economic 
zone, three elements are contained in articles 74 and 83 dealing with this 
question, namely: 

1 
(a) The delimitation shall be effected by agreement; 

(b) Such agreement shall be reached on the basis of international law; 

(C) The object of the agreement shall be to achieve an equitable 
solution. l I I  

These provisions depart from article 6 of the Geneva Convention of 1958 
on the Continental Shelf whereby the principle of equidistance applies in the 
absence of an agreement, unless another boundary line is justified by special 
circumstances. l I I  

Finally, one additional, very important aspect of the field of 
delimitation is the role played by the judicial decisions rendered either by 
the International Court of Justice or by an arbitral tribunal. Although 
defined as a subsidiary means by Article 38 of the Statute of the 
International Court of Justice, these decisions have contributed and still 
contribute to clarification of the elements which can be applicable in the 
search for an equitable solution. I l 1  

Since 1982, the Court has rendered five judgments in relation to 
three boundary disputes: 

l ; I  
(a) 24 February 1982: Continental Shelf (Tunisia/Libyan Arab 

Jamahiriya); - 2/ l ' I  
(b) 10 December 1985: Application for Revision and Interpretation of 

the Judgment of 24 February 1982 in the Case concerning the Continental Shelf 
(Tunisa/Libyan Arab Jamahiriya); 3/ l ! I  

(C) 21 March 1984: Continental Shelf (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya/Malta), 
Italy's Application to Intervene; 4/ 

I I I  
I . ' I  

(d) 12 October 1984: Delimitation of the Maritime boundary in the Gulf 
of Maine Area (Canada/United States of America); ?/ l 1 1  

(e) 3 June 1985: Continental Shelf (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya/Malta). S /  

Additionally, on 14 February 1985, an arbitral tribunal rendered its 
award on the maritime delimitation between Guinea/Guinea-Bissau. 

On 31 July 1989 the arbitral tribunal for the delimitation of the 
maritime boundary between Guinea-Bissau and Senegal rendered its award over 
the maritime delimitation between the two countries but Guinea-Bissau had 
instituted proceedings before the International Court of Justice concerning 
the existence and validity of the arbitral award. The case is still before 
the Court. 



By a special agreement which entered into force on 1 October 1986, the 
Republic of El Salvador and the Republic of Honduras referred to a chamber to 
be constituted by the Court the resolution of two matters: the delimitation 
of parts of the land frontier between the two States and the determination of 
the legal situation in islands and maritime areas. On 17 November 1989 
Nicaragua filed an application for permission to intervene in the case 
concerning the Law, Island and maritime frontier dispute. By its judgment of 
13 September 1990, Nicaragua was permitted to intervene only for matters 
dealing with the legal regime of the Gulf of Fonseca, not for the delimitation 
within the Gulf. The case is still before the Court. 

The issue of maritime boundary delimitation has a long history, which can 
be viewed in three phases. The first period, which lasted from the eighteenth 
century to the start of the Second World War, witnessed the general acceptance 
of territorial seas extending the sovereignty of States off their coasts. 
Some basic principles of delimitation applying to these areas were developed 
during that time. 

I I 
A second period, which commenced with the first agreement delimiting 

maritime areas beyond the territorial sea (the Treaty of the Gulf of Paria, 
1942) and the Truman Declaration on the Continental Shelf (1945), saw the 
issue of maritime boundary delimitation expand to cover the continental 
shelf. It was highlighted by the conventional acceptance of the concept in 
the 1958 Geneva Convention and its full judicial recognition in the decisions 
of the International Court of Justice in the North Sea Continental Shelf cases 
in 1969. I 

I 1  I 
From then on, the issue acquired a new dimension as the concept of the 

exclusive economic zone and a new definition of the continental shelf were 
first introduced in negotiating texts prepared by the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea and subsequently embodied in the provisions 
of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

The present publication reproduces the texts of 27 maritime boundary 
agreements with illustrative maps covering the period 1942-1969. 

A separate publication will cover the most recent delimitation agreements 
from 1985 to 1991. 

The agreements reproduced in this publication, most of them in force and 
registered with the Secretary-General in accordance with Article 102 of the 
Charter of the United Nations, are first listed, for ease of reference, by 
region, i.e. Atlantic region (North and South), Caribbean region, 
Mediterranean region, Indian Ocean region and Pacific region (East and West), 
and organized within each region according to the States and the zones on 
which the delimitation is based. They are reproduced in extenso with maps I /  
when available which are attached for purposes of illustration and which 
therefore do not have official status. 



Notes 

l/ The law of the sea: maritime boundary agreement 
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Agreement between the  Government o f  t he  Kingdom of t he  Netherlands and the  Government o f  t he  United 
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I. ATLANTIC REGION 

(a) NORTH ATLANTIC 

l 1  I 
Agreement between the Royal Norwegian Government and the Government of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics concerning the sea frontier between 

l I Norway and the USSR in the Varangerfjord. 
Siqned at Oslo on 15 February 1957 L/ 

The Royal Norwegian Government and the Government of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, desiring to define the Norwegian-Soviet sea frontier in 
the Varangerfjord and thus contribute to the maintenance of good-neighbourly 
relations between Norway and the Soviet Union, have resolved to conclude this 
Agreement and have for this purpose appointed the undersigned as their 
plenipotentiaries, who, having exhibited their full powers, found to be in 
good and due form, have agreed on the following provisions: 

Article 1 

The sea frontier between Norway and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics in the Varangerfjord shall follow a straight line from frontier mark 
No. 415 (spar buoy), which is the terminal point of the frontier drawn in 
1947, to the intersection of the outer limits of Norwegian and Soviet 
territorial waters. The said frontier is indicated on the attached Soviet 
chart, which is drawn on the scale 1:100,000. 

Neither of the Contracting Parties shall extend its territorial waters 
beyond the straight line extending from the intersection referred to in the 
first paragraph of this article to the median point of the line between Cape 
Nemetsky and Cape Kibergnes. The said straight line is indicated on the 
aforementioned chart by a dotted line. 

Article 2 

The Contracting Parties shall establish, on a footing of equality, a Joint 
Soviet-Norwegian Boundary Commission, which shall calculate the geographical 
co-ordinates of the point of intersection of the outer limits of the 
territorial waters and of the median point of the line between Cape Nemetsky 
and Cape Kibergnes, which are referred to in article 1, shall set up reference 
marks whereby the location of the Norwegian-Soviet sea frontier in the 
Varangerfjord can be determined, and shall prepare the necessary documents. 

The Joint Commission shall begin its work not later than May 1957 and 
shall endeavour to complete it before the end of the same year. 

All expenses incurred in connection with the said work shall be equally 
apportioned between the Contracting Parties. 

I 
l/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 312, p. 2 

on 2; April 1957 (map attached to the Agreement). 
89. Entere d into force 



- 2 -  

Article 3 

This Agreement shall be ratified and shall enter into force on the date of 
the exchange of the instruments of ratification. 1 1 1  

The instruments of ratification shall be exchanged at Moscow as soon as 
possible. 

I I I  
DONE at Oslo on 15 February 1957 in two copies in the ~orwe~i&and 

Russian languages, both texts being equally authentic. 
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Descriptive Protocol relating to the sea frontier between Norway and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics in the Varangerfjord, demarcated in 1957. 

Signed at Moscow on 29 November 1957 L/ 
I I 

The Joint Soviet-Norwegian Commission for the Demarcation of the Sea 
Frontier between the USSR and Norway hereby declares that, in conformity with 
the Agreement of 15 February 1957 between the Royal Norwegian Government and 
the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics concerning the sea 
frontier between Norway and the USSR in the Varangerfjord, it has calculated 
the geographical and rectanglar co-ordinates of the point of intersection of 
the outer limits of the Norwegian and Soviet territorial waters and of the 
median point of the line between Cape Nemetsky and Cape Kibergnes and has also 
set up reference marks indicating the location of the Norwegian-Soviet sea 
frontier. 

The initial point of the sea frontier between Norway and the USSR in the 
Varangerfjord is frontier mark No. 415 (spar buoy), which is also the terminal 
point of the Norwegian-Soviet frontier demarcated in 1947. The geographical 
and rectangular co-ordinates of frontier mark No. 415 (spar buoy) according to 
the documents for the demarcation of the State frontier between Norway and the 
USSR signed at Moscow 

From the frontier 

on 18 December 1947 are as follows: 

Latitude = 69O 47' 46.14" 
Longitude = 30° 49' 09.85" 

X = 7,746,912.1 
y = 6,415,943.7 

mark No, 415 (spar buoy), the sea frontier between 
Norway and the USSR runs in a straight line in a north-north-easterly 
direction to the terminal point of this frontier, which is the point of 
intersection between the outer limit of the Norwegian territorial waters, 
situated four nautical miles to the east of and parallel with a straight line 
between Cape Kibergnes and frontier mark No. 415 (spar buoy), and the outer 
limit of the Soviet territorial waters, situated twelve nautical miles from 
the northern extremity of the unnamed cape on the Soviet coast east of the 
frontier river Grense Jakobselv (Vorema). 

The geographical and rectangular co-ordinates of the terminal point of the 
sea frontier, having been calculated analytically, are as follows: 

Latitude = 69O 58' 50.22" 
Longitude = 31° 06' 23.11" 

X = 7,767,110.9 
y = 6,427,642.7 

I I  l 
The bearing angle of the Norwegian-Soviet sea frontier from frontier mark 

No. 415 (spar buoy) to the point of intersection of the outer limits of the 
Norwegian and the Soviet territorial waters in the Varangerfjord (the terminal 
point of the sea frontier) is 30' 04.7' or 33 g. 4199. 

I I  I 
I I  I 

The length of the sea frontier is 12.6 nautical miles. 

l/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 312, p. 289. Entered into force 
on 17 March 1958. 
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The co-ordinates of the terminal point of the sea frontier were calculated 
on the basis of the co-ordinates of frontier mark No. 415 (spar buoy), as 
determined in 1947, and of the co-ordinates of Cape Kibergnes and of the 
unnamed Soviet cape, as determined by the Joint Commission in 1957. 

The geographical and rectangular co-ordinates of Cape Kibergnes 
follows : 

l 

Latitude = 70° 17' 17.79" 
Longitude = 31° 03' 51.00" 

X = 7,801,466.0 
y = 6,427,119.0 

are as 

The geographical and rectangular co-ordinates of the unnamed soviet cape 
are as follows: l 

Latitude = 69O 47' 07.25'' 
Longitude = 30° 59' 29.92'' 

X = 7,745,479.8 
y = 6,422,541.3 

In the demarcation of the Norwegian-Soviet sea frontier in the 
Varangerfjord in 1957, the Joint Soviet-Norwegian Commission also calculated 
the co-ordinates of the median point of the line between Cape Nemetsky and 
Cape Kibergnes. The co-ordinates of this point are as follows: 1 

Latitude = 70° 07' 19.98'' 
Longitude = 31' 30' 27.29" 

X = 7,782,476.8 
y = 6,443,355.5 

The co-ordinates of this point were calculated on the basis of the 
above-mentioned co-ordinates of Cape Kibergnes and the following co-ordinates 
of Cape Nemetsky. 

l 

Latitude = 69O 57' 18.28" I 

Longitude = 31° 56' 38.11" 
X = 7,763,488.5 
Y = 6,459,592.0 i 

All the geographical and rectangular co-ordinates calculated by the Joint 
Commission and referred to in this Descriptive Protocol are given in the 1932 
Pulkova System in the sixth six-degree zone having as its axis the meridian 
thirty-three degrees east of Greenwich. If converted to other systems, these 
co-ordinates will differ from the figures given here. These co-ordinates were 
calculated on the same geodetic basis as was used for the 1947 demarcation. 
The geographical co-ordinates are given in north latitude and in longitude 
east of Greenwich. The terminal point of the sea frontier and the median 
point of the line between Cape Nemetsky and Cape Kibergnes have been 
calculated with a margin of error of ten metres. With regard to the 
calculation of the other points the co-ordinates of which are given in this 
Protocol, the degree of accuracy corresponds to that of the geodetic network 
on which the calculation is based. 

l 



In order to indicate the location of the Norwegian-Soviet sea frontier, 
reinforced concrete reference marks have been set up in the vicinity of the 
frontier river Grense Jakobselv (Vorema) in Norwegian territory along the line 
of the sea frontier. 

The reference marks, being constructed of reinforced concrete and having a 
rectangular face, are 15 metres in height reckoned from the base and seven 
metres in width. The faces of the reference marks are turned towards the sea 
and are painted with a special durable white paint. The reference marks are 
each equipped with a beacon light and are designed so that under good 
atmospheric conditions they will be visible along the entire length of the sea 
frontier both day and night. 

Further information concerning the reference marks and their situation is 
given in the attached Protocol relating to the reference marks indicating the 
sea frontier between Norway and the USSR. 

During the hours of darkness, the direction of the sea frontier is 
indicated by the vertical alignment of the light on the southern (rear) 
reference mark with the white light of the central sector of the beacon on the 
northern (front) reference mark. 

I I  I 
The bea&h light of the front reference mark is equipped with a red and a 

green light-filtre, each of which has a ten-degree light-sector. The green 
light warns ships approaching from the Norwegian side and the red light ships 
approaching from the Soviet side that they are nearing the frontier. In 
addition, the beacon light of the front reference mark has two white 
light-sectors to indicate to ships the area where the reference marks are 
situated. I I 

Further information concerning the beacon apparatus and its arrangement 
and the electrical equipment and lighting is given in annex No. 6. 

The annexes to this Descriptive Protocol are as follows: 

(1) Norwegian and Soviet charts on the scale 1:100,000 showing the sea 
frontier between Norway and the USSR. 

( 2 )  Protocol relating to the reference marks, together with a sketch map. 

(3) Sketches of the reference marks. 

(4) Photographs of the reference marks. 

(5 )  Topographical map on the scale 1:10,000 of the area in which the 
reference marks are situated. 

( 6 )  Description of the beacon apparatus, rith a diagram of the 
light-sectors of the reference marks on the reverse side. 

(7) Instructions for the servicing and maintenance of the reference marks. 



This Descriptive Protocol together with all the annexes thereto shall 
require the approval of the Royal Norwegian Government and the Government of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and shall enter into force on the date 
on which the notices of such approval are exchanged. l I 

DONE at Moscow on 29 November 1957 in two copies in the Norwegian and 
Russian languages, both texts being equally authentic. 

I 

Annex No, 7 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SERVICING AND MAINTENANCE OF THE REFERENCE MARKS 

1. The servicing and maintenance of the reference marks shall be ensured by 
the Norwegian Party, which shall bear all expenses in this connection. 

2. An annual control survey of the reference marks shall be carried out 
jointly by representatives of the appropriate frontier authorities of the two 
Parties. 

The said control survey shall be carried out simultaneously with the joint 
control survey of the other frontier marks and frontier clearings referred to 
in article 4 of the Agreement of 29 December 1949 between the Royal Norwegian 
Government and the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
concerning the rggime of the Norwegian-Soviet frontier and the procedure for 
the settlement of frontier disputes and incidents. 

3. Any damage which may occur to a reference mark shall be repaired by the 
Norwegian Party in the presence of representatives of the Soviet Party in 
accordance with the specifications of the reference marks as approved by the 
Joint Commission, 

The expenses in this connection shall be divided equally between the two 
Parties. 

4. Whenever a damaged reference mark is repaired, a report shall be drawn up 
by the appropriate authorities and shall be in two copies in the Norwegian and 
the Russian languages. 

Signed at Moscow on 29 November 1957. 
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TREATY NO. 4SPS 



(1) North Sea 

I I  I 
Treaty between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Federal Republic of 

Germany concerning the lateral delimitation of the continental shelf 
in the vicinity of the coast. Signed at Bonn on 1 December 1964 L/ 

The Kingdom of the Netherlands and 

The Federal Republic of Germany, 

Considering that it is urgently necessary to determine by agreement the 
lateral delimitation of the continental shelf on the North Sea bordering on 
their territory for the area in the vicinity of the coast and that that 
section of the frontier should be drawn in keeping with the joint settlement 
arrived at in the Supplementary Agreement of 14 May 1962 to the Ems-Dollard 
Treaty of 8 April 1960, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

(1) Up to the fifty-fourth parallel of north latitude, the boundary 
between the Netherlands and German parts of the continental shelf of the North 
Sea shall run from the northern end of the line which was agreed upon in the 
Supplementary Agreement of 14 May 1962 to the Ems-Dollard Treaty of 8 April 
1960, and which divides the frontier area of the Ems Estuary length-wise, 
along the shortest line passing through points E' and E' to point E ~ .  

( 2 )  The co-ordinates of the points (according to German marine charts No. 
50, July 1956 edition, and No. 90, May 1964 edition) are the following: 

Point El: 53O45'06"N, 6O19'56" E; 
Point Ez: 53O48'56"N, 6O15'49" E; 
Point Ej: 54°00'00"N, 6°06'26" E. 

Article 2 

(1) The provisions of this Treaty shall not affect the question of the 
course of the international frontier in the Ems Estuary. Each Contracting 
Party reserves its legal position in this respect. 

(2) A decision under the terms of article 46, paragraph 2, of the 
Ems-Dollard Treaty shall not affect this Treaty. 

l l 
l/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 550, p. 123. Entered into force 

on 18 September 1965. 

Map: Gulf of Maine case, annexes to the reply submitted by Canada, vol. I, 
State Practice in Maritime Delimitation by Agreement, p. 96. 



- 12 - 

Article 3 

This Treaty shall also apply to Land Berlin unless the ~overnment of the 
Federal Republic of Germany notifies the Government of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands to the contrary within three months after the entry into force of 
this Treaty. 

l Article 4 

(1) This Treaty is subject to ratification; the instruments of 
ratification shall be exchanged at The Hague as soon as possible. 

(2) This Treaty shall enter into force on the day after the date of the 
exchange of the instruments of ratification. 

DONE at Bonn on 1 December 1964, in duplicate in the Dutch and German 
languages, both texts being equally authentic. 



NORTH SEA 



Agreement between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Government of the Kingdom of Norway relating to 
the delimitation of the continental shelf between the two countries. 

Signed at London on 10 March 1965 A/ 

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and the Government of the Kingdom of Norway; 

Desiring to establish the boundary between the respective parts of the 
continental shelf; 

l l 
Have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

The dividing line between that part of the continental shelf which 
appertains to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 
that part which appertains to the Kingdom of Norway shall be based, with 
certain minor divergencies for administrative convenience, on a line, every 
point of which is equidistant from the nearest points of the baselines from 
which the territorial sea of each country is measured. 

I I I  
Article 2 

(1) In implementation of the principle set forth in article 1, the 
dividing line shall be arcs of Great Circles between the following points, in 
the sequence given below: 

l ' l 1  
Point 1. 
Point 2. 
Point 3. 
Point 4. 
Point 5. 
Point 6. 
Point 7. 
Point 8. 

56O 05' 12" N., 3' 15' 00" E. 
56O 35' 42" N., 2' 36' 48" E. 
57O 54' 18" N., l0 57' 54" E. 
58O 25' 48" N., l0 29' 00" E. 
5g0 17' 24" N., l0 42' 42" E. 
59O 53' 48" N., 2' 04' 36" E. 
61° 21' 24" N., l0 47' 24" E. 
61° 44' 12" N., l0 33' 36" E. 

The positions of the points in this article are defined by latitude and 
longitude on European Datum (1st Adjustments 1950). 

(2) The dividing line has been drawn on the chart annexed to this 
Agreement. 

l l 1  
l/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 551, p. 213. ~ntere'd into force 

on 25 June 1965 (map attached to the Agreement). l I I  
This Agreement was supplemented by a Protocol which was signed on 

22 December 1978 and entered into force on 20 February 1980. The text of the 
Protocol is reproduced in The Law of the sea: maritime boundary agreements 
(1970-1984) (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.87.V.121, pp. 46-48. 



Article 3 

(1) In the south the termination point of the dividing line shall be 
point No. 1, which is the point of intersection of the dividing lines between 
the continental shelves of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, the Kingdom of Norway and the Kingdom of Denmark. The position of 
the above-mentioned point No. 1 shall be subject to acceptance by the Kingdom 
of Denmark. 

(2) For the time being the Contracting Parties have not deemed it 
necessary to draw the dividing line further north than point No. 8. 

Article 4 

If any single geological petroleum structure or petroleum field, or any 
single geological structure or field of any other mineral deposit, including 
sand or gravel, extends across the dividing line and the part of such 
structure or field which is situated on one side of the dividing line is 
exploitable, wholly or in part, from the other side of the dividing line, the 
Contracting Parties shall, in consultation with the licensees, if any, seek to 
reach agreement as to the manner in which the structure or field shall be most 
effectively exploited and the manner in which the proceeds deriving therefrom 
shall be apportioned. 

Article 5 

This Agreement shall not affect the status of the superjacent waters or 
air space above. 

Article 6 

(1) This Agreement shall be ratified. Instruments of ratification shall 
be exchanged at Oslo as soon as possible. 

(2) The Agreement shall enter into force on the date of the exchange of 
instruments of ratification. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by 
their respective Governments, have signed the present Agreement. 

DONE in duplicate at London the 10th day of March, 1965, in the English 
and Norwegian languages, both texts being equally authoritative. 
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Protocol supplementary to the Agreement of 10 March 1965 between the Government 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government 

of the Kingdom of Norway relating to the delimitation of the continental 
shelf between the two countries. Done at Oslo on 22 December 1978 L/ 

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and the Government of the Kingdom of Norway; 

Having regard to the Agreement of 10 March 1965 relating to the 
Delimitation of the continental shelf between the two Countries, hereinafter 
referred to as "the Agreement": 

Considering that article 1 of the Agreement provides that the dividing 
line between that part of the continental shelf which appertains to the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and that part which appertains 
to the Kingdom of Norway shall be based, with certain minor divergencies for 
administrative convenience, on a line, every point of which is equidistant 
from the nearest points of the baselines from which the territorial sea of 
each country is measured: 

Considering that, as recorded in article 3, paragraph (2), of the 
Agreement, the Contracting Parties did not deem it necessary at the time to 
draw the dividing line further north than point No. 8 as established by 
article 2 of the Agreement; 

Desiring to complete the delimitation of their respective parts of the 
continental shelf: 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article I 

1. The dividing line proceeding from point No. 8, as established by 
article 2 of the Agreement, shall be geodesics between the following points, 
in the sequence given below: 

Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 
Point 

l/ ICJ: 
v01 .-I, States 

61° 44' 12.00" N., 
61° 44' 12.00" N. , 
62O 16' 43.93" N., 
62O 19' 40.72" N., 
62O 22' 21.00" N., 
62O 24' 56.68" N., 
62O 27' 32.82" N., 
62O 30' 09.83" N., 
62O 32' 47.29" N., 
62O 36' 20.75" N., 
62O 39' 57.99" N., 
62O 44' 16.31" N., 
62O 53' 29.49" N., 

Gulf of Maine case/ annexes to the reply submitted by Canada, 
Practice in Maritime Delimitation by Agreement, pp. 593-595. 



Point 21. 62O 58' 21.06" N., 
Point 22. 63O 03' 20.71" N., 
Point 23. 63O 38' 10.68" N., 
Point 24. 63O 44' 12.83" N., 
Point 25. 63O 50' 26.89" N., 
Point 26. 63O 53' 14.93" N., 

2. The positions of the points in this article are defined by latitude 
and longitude on European Datum (1st Adjustment 1950). 

3 .  The dividing line as defined in this Protocol has been drawn on the 
chart annexed to this Protocol. 

I I 
Article I1 

In the north, the termination point of the dividing line between the 
continental shelves of the United Kingdom and the Kingdom of Norway shall be 
point No. 26, the point which is equidistant from the nearest points of the 
baselines from which the territorial sea of the United Kingdom and the Kingdom 
of Norway and the Kingdom of Denmark, in respect of the Faroe Islands, is 
measured. The position of point No. 26 shall be subject to acceptance by the 
Government of the Kingdom of Denmark. 

I I 
Article I11 

1. This Protocol shall be ratified. Instruments of ratification shall 
be exchanged at London as soon as possible. 

2. The Protocol shall enter into force on the date of the exchange of 
instruments of ratification. 

' l 1  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorised thereto by their 

respective Governments, have signed this Protocol. 
I l l 

DONE in duplicate at Oslo this twenty-second day of December 1978, in the 
English and ~o&e~ian languages, both texts being equally authorit, 





Agreement (with Protocol) between the Kingdom of Denmark and the Federal 
Republic of Germany concerning the delimitation, in the coastal regions, 

of the continental shelf of the North Sea. 
Signed at Born on 9 June 1965 A/ ! l  

The Kingdom of Denmark and 

The Federal Republic of Germany, 

Considering that an agreed delimitation of the continental shelf of the 
North Sea adjacent to their territories is urgently necessary in the coastal 
regions, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

The boundary line between the Danish and German portions of the 
continental shelf of the North Sea shall run, in the coastal regions, in a 
straight line from the point indicated in the 1921 description of the frontier 
at which the prolongation of the line connecting the East List Beacon with the 
median point of the line connecting the two West List Beacons reaches the open 
sea to a point 55' 10' 03.4" N, 7O 33' 09.6" E by the European Datum System 
(corresponding to the Danish geographical co-ordinates SS0 10' 01.1" N, 7O 33' 
16.7" E and the German geographical co-ordinates 55O 10' 07.1" N, 
7O 33' 07.7" E). 

Article 2 

This Agreement shall also apply to Land Berlin unless the Government of 
the Federal Republic of Germany makes a declaration to the contrary to the 
Government of the Kingdom of Denmark within three months after the entry into 
force of this Agreement. 

Article 3 

(1) This Agreement shall be ratified. The instruments of ratification 
shall be exchanged at Copenhagen as soon as possible. 

(2) The Agreement shall enter into force on the day following the exchange 
of the instruments of ratification. ~ l ,  

DONE at Bonn on 9 June 1965, in duplicate in the Danish and German 
languages, both texts being equally authentic. 

I 

l/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 570, p. 91. Entered into force 
on 27 May 1966. I 1 1  

Map: Gulf of Maine case, annexes to the reply submitted by Canada, vol. I, 
State Practice in Maritime Delimitation by Agreement, p. 114. I I 



Protocol to the Agreement between the Kingdom of Denmark and the Federal 
Republic of Germany concerninq the delimitation, in the coastal regions, 

l l of the continental shelf of the North Sea 

The Danish-German negotiations conducted at the instance of Germany 
concerning the delimitation of the continental shelf adjacent to the Danish 
and German coast have disclosed that there are differences of views concerning 
the principles of delimitation of the continental shelf of the North Sea. 
Agreement could be reached only on the course of the boundary line of the 
continental shelf in the coastal regions: each Contracting Party reserves its 
legal position with respect to the further course of the boundary line. 

With respect to the continental shelf adjacent to the coasts of the Baltic 
Sea opposite each other, it is agreed that the boundary shall be determined 
according to the median line. Each Contracting Party accordingly declares 
that it will raise no objections of principle if the other Contracting Party 
delimits its portion of the continental shelf of the Baltic Sea on the basis 
of the median line. 

I I  I 
DONE at'lknn on 9 June 1965, in duplicate in the Danish and German 

languages, both texts being equally authentic. 



NORM SEA 



Agreement between the Government of the Kinqdom of the Netherlands and the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

relating to the delimitation of the continental shelf under 
the North Sea between the two countries. 
Signed at London on 6 October 1965 l/ 

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Government of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; 

Desiring to establish the boundary between the respective parts of the 
continental shelf under the North Sea on the basis of a line every point of 
which is equidistant from the nearest points of the baselines from which the 
territorial sea of each country is at present measured; 

Have agreed as follows: 

l 1  I Article 1 

(1) Subject to article 2 of this Agreement the dividing line between 
that part of the continental shelf which appertains to the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and that part which appertains to the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands shall be arcs of Great Circles between the 
following points in the sequence given below: 

18" N., 
00'". , 
00" N., 
18" N., 
00" N., 
24" N., 
24" N., 
00" N., 
18" N., 
00" N., 
00" N., 
06" N., 
12" N., 
06" N., 
06" N., 
48" N., 
48" N., 
18" N., 
06" N., 

The positions of the points in this article are defined by latitude and 
longitude on European Datum (1st Adjustment 1950). 

( 2 )  The dividing line has been drawn on the chart annexed to this 
Agreement. 

l/ United Nations, Treaty Ser*, vol. 595, p. 113. Entered into force 
on 23-December 1966 (map attached to the Agreement). 


























































































































































